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ye can find a man, if there be that executeth 
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“The following article lately appeared in 
the New York .Felescope, and must have 
been written by some person of no ordina- 
ty learning and talent. The ideas of the 
writer ate conveyed in concise and forci. 
ble language, and they will leave their 
impression on the mind of every candid 
reader. We have abridged some parts of 
the article. 


TO ANY MEMBER OF CON- 
GRESS. 

You will have petitions again about 

ing the Mail on a Sabbath day, 

‘because the priests will permit nobody 

to make hay while the sun shines on a 

Sabbath, but themselves... They claim 

the day as their own day of labor, and 

will suffer nobody but a parson to work 

on that day; and they take care, that if 

it be to them a day of Godliness, it shall 
be of great gain. 

Whether the observance of our Sun- 
day as a Sabbath day, is of religious 
obligation among Christians, is a dis- 
puted question, for which we must ap- 
peal to the Christian seriptures. What 
part of the constitution has authorised 

to decide a the ques- 
tion? What have you to do with 
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PHILADELPHIA, 





it? You have quarrelsome questions 
enough befere ye—let religion alone. 


“Oh! but the laws of congress must}. 


be conformable to the divine com- 
mands! This is a Christian country, 
and the observation of the Sabbath is 
of divine ordinance!” Js it so?’ Who 
says this is a Christian country? Not 
the Constitution; for that embraces 
under one system of equal rights, Jew, 
_ Turk, Infidel, and Heretic. Not old 
Mr. John Adams, who, as President 


‘| of Algiers, «that the Constitution 0 
the United States was in no 








Ed of the United States, assured the Dey |} 








































MARCH, 1830. [No. 123 


Christianity is part and parcel of the 
common law, has been so completely 
put down by Mr. Jefferson, that it can 
never be repeated, except for purposes 
of fraud. | 
That head repository of antiquated 

decisions, (Judge Story’s head) fas 
lately sent forth a contrary doctrine, 
on the authority of Justice Park; 

Smith and Sparrow, 4 Bingh. 84,88.) 

id this man never read the Year book 
cited by Mr. Jefferson, which shows 
the barefaced, wilful ignorance of the 
English Bench, and of Judge Story? 
This Judge has either read Prisot’s 
opinion, or he has not. If not, he is 
grossly ignorant; if he has, he has as- 
serted what he knows is not law. I 
give him notice; the Year book is be- 
fore me, (34 H, 6 fol. 38, 40,) and I 
know he dare not meet the discussion. 
Is he prepared to allow what he can- 
not deny, that the Christianity of Pri- © ' 
sot’s day was the grossest form of Paw ff 
pery’ Is this the religion which is part 9). 
and parcel of the common law, or is it ~~ 7g) 
Judge Story’s Unitarianism? Or is it 
John Calvin's “ sweet and comfortable 
doctrine’’ of predestination to eternal 
damnation, &c. 

This base subserviency of the judges. _ 

to the priests, is most degrading. But, ~ 
supposing Christianity is part and par- 
cel of the law of England, does it fol- 
low that it is law here? Sir, you are a 
Papist; what is Christianity? Sir, you 
are a Calvinist; what is Christianity? 
Sir, you are an Arminian; i 


Christianity? Sir, you an Unita- 








rian, an Universalist, an Aj 
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_ sheep fall into a pit, will not lift him) 
_ out on the Sabbath day?” 


_ the Sabbath.’ Christ, then, never ac- 


the week? 


Produce it if you can. Did the Apos- 


the Gentiles o 
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Judge Story, [ fancy, is an Unitari- 
an; he stops at the halfway-house; he 
is wise; he may go farther and fare 
worse. as the Catholic said to the Pro- 
testant, who disliked purgatory. [know 
not an historical fact so disgraceful to 
the pretended knowledge and pretend- 
ed honesty of the bench, English and 
American, as this wilful perversion and 
mistranslation of Prisot’s expressions. 
It is evidence how ready even judges 
are to connive at forgery, (for such the 
translation is,) rather than give up their 
obsequiousness to the priesthood. I 
wonder Judge Story did not cite The 
People vy. Ruggics in kis favor. 

** But the Sabbath is of divine autho-| 
rity and obligation.”” Is it so? What) 
made it so? Assuredly not Christ nor} 
his Apostles. Let us see. To the law 
and to the testimony. : 

Christ was opposed to the Sabbath, | 
by precept, by practice. | 

By precept. 2 Mark, 27. “ The’ 
Sabbath was made for man; not man 
for the Sabbath.”” 2 Mark, 28. Luke, 
vii. 15. “Thou hypocrite! doth not} 
each one of you, on the Sabbath day, | 
loose his ox or his ass from the stall? | 
and his adversaries were ashamed.” 
12 Matt. 11. “Which of yon, if a 





See also 
Luke 5. 

By practice. See the last mention- 
ed passages. Also 5 John, 16, 18. 
“Therefore the Jews sought to slay 
him, because he had done these things 
on the Sabbath day, and had broken 


knowledged the divine origin of the 
Jewish Sabbath, which was the last 
day of the week. Did he ever ordain 
the Christian Sabbath, the first day of | 
No; he did not. Nota 
text can be produced in its favor.— 


tles sanction a Sabbath of any kind? 
We know they did not. When they 
met together for the purpose of deter- 
mining what part.of the Jewish law 








ought to observe, (15 


Acts, 25, 29,) they omitted the Sab- ll more plain, direct, and | a 
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bath, and recommended no ; 
St. Paul treated it very unceremoni- 


ously. 2 Col. 16. * Let no man judge 
vou then, in meat opin awe 5 in te 
spect of a holy day, or of the Sabbath 
days.” 5 Gal. 1. Stand fast inthe ~ 
liberty wherewith Christ has made you 
free.” ra 
Does any parson say the A s 
ordained the Christian Sabbath, | 
first day? Let him show his text; hig 
authority. "The Bible does not contain 
it. If it be sanctioned, therefore, nei- 
ther by Christ or his Apostles, can the 
commandments of men confer divine 
authority? Who ordained the Sabbath? 
‘Those avaricious, ambitious, fraudulent 
and impudent impostors, the Christian 
Priests. For what purpose? To 
business for themselves; tain 
fluence; to get money; to make 
services necessary to the ignorant: and 
by the bigotted violence of the block- 
heads, to terrify and to rule the wise= 
and well have they sueceeded. But 






free discussion, holding in her band 


the spear of ithuriel, is abroad. 
ALL PURLIC PRAYER is forbiddenby — 
Christ; expressly, in words, as well as 
by his uniform and regular practice. | 
am obliged to give you the trouble of 
reading the passages here, because I 
know you are too indolent to look them 
out. Here they are; and if you: 
Christian, say if you can, : 
worship is of divine appointm | 
The fraudulent priests, indeed, say 80; ” 
Christ says otherwise. Where he sets ~ 
an example, Christians are bound by _ 
it. 1 Pet. ii. 21. 6 Matt. 5, 6, 7,8 © 
“When thou prayest, thou shalt not 
be as the hypocrites; for they love te 
pray standing in the synagogues, and 
in the corners of the streets, that they 
may be seen of men. Verily I say 
you, they shall have their reward. Bt 
thou, when thou prayest, enter into 
closet, and when thou hast shut t 
door, pray to thy Father which Is 3 
secret; and thy Father which segti #5 
































secret shall reward thee openly. 
“Is it possible for comma 
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We shall now see that his practice 
uniformly coincided with his peer. 
14 Matt. 23. “* And when he had sent 
the multitude away, he up into a 
mountain apart, to pray.” 14 Mark, 

' 39, * And he saith to his disciples, sit 

ye here while I pray.” 5 Luke, 16. 

«“ And he withdrew himself into a wil- 

derness, and prayed.”’ 9 Luke, 29. 

« And he went up into a mountain to 

pray.” 22 Luke, 41. “And when 

he was withdrawn from them about 

a stone’s cast, he kneeled down and 

ed.”’ 

Such are the precepts and the prac- 
tice of Christ. He never practised; 
he expressly forbade all public prayer. 
He preached, indeed, and taught in the 
synagogue,—he never prayed there. 
All prayer is ordered to be private; 
and he who orders it to be public is no 
Christian, if the command of Christ, 
the example of Christ, and the direc- 
tions of the Scripture, have any autho- 
rity. Public prayer and Sunday preach 
ing, are the inventions of the Clergy; 
they are no part of Christianity. They 
were brought into vogue to enable the 
Clergy to find profitable employment 
for themselves, and a plausible pre- 
tence for swindling the people out of 
their money. The necessity for preach- 
ing is superseded by the gospels. Show 
as | have now shown, that the Chris- 
tian Sunday is a clerical imposition, 
not countenanced by any part of scrip- 
ture; show, that among Christians who 
reverence the precepts and example of 
Christ, public prayer is inconsistent 
with that humble, unpretending, devo- 
tional spirit which Christ requires— 
show this, and where is the use for 
the order of men called the Clergy? 
An order of men raised up by money- 
making speculations—self-created ;— 
who take up religion as a trade, who 
dispense it for pay, and to which the 
y Phistory and the precepts of the New 
stament afford no countenance, but 


-rwise. 


‘clergy are a class of men, who, 


rst ordain the obsgvance of for- 
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*t contradiction to their master || of 








bidden practices, that they may live in 
ease and luxury by this gross and ma- 
nifest imposition. Sunday is their day 
of labor; of earning money; but they 
forbid any one else to do so. 
harsh language; but why is imposture, 
and avarice, and falsehood, and fraud, 
to be treated with respectful defer- 
ence? 

You employ chaplains to pray for 
you during the session; a practice 
which nine-tenths of ye believe to be 
farcical, useless, and know to be a 
mere popularity-hunting ceremony.— 
lew of vou attend it, none of you care 
for it. Why do you not pray silently, 
seriously, and shortly, each for himself? 
Is God Almighty such a proud and 
overbearing despot, that he must not 
be addressed unless by means of some 
third person, some official and credited 
agent, hired and well paid for being 
the go-between? Is not this another 
barefaced, clerical pretension, for swin- 
dling the people out of their money; 
which you, their representative, disho- 
nestly countenance and support? 

But if you intermix religion with 
politics; if the people’s understanding 
must be gulled and cheated; why pick 
their pockets? If you will have some 


| hired prayermonger, to do for you that 


duty which you ought to do for your- 
selves, why do ye not hire and pay him 
at your own expense for doing your 
duty? Why rob the public treasury? 
Do you suppose God Almighty will be 
pleased at this act of folly and fraud? 


Is not this a shameful misapplication , 


of the public funds, levied on the peo- 
ple for far different purposes? By what 
authority, in this country of religious 
freedom, do you intermix religion with 
politics, or tax the man who i#hot a 
Christian, in support of any sect or 
form of Christianity? A precious set 


of representatives you are, who ac-/ 


knowledge the necessity of having your 
memories jogged every morning before 
you are able to do your duty; and 

hiring a pa do this, in some sort 
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petition for ‘the good of the church:”’ 
although he knows you have nothing 
to do with any such topic. But the 
whole ceremony is a farce, and you 
know it. ‘The ignorance, the folly, 
and the credulity of the people, tempt 
you thus to impose on their under- 
standings, and pick their pockets. 

It is high time for men of talent, and 
men of honesty, to renounce this play- 
ing into the hands of a selfish priest- 
hood. The conventional simulation 
and dissimulation, involved in the usual 
shallow pretences to religion, do little 
credit to your moral honesty, or your 
moral courage. It is a disgrace to you 
to be actuated either by fear of the 
clergy, or fear of the ignorance of the 
people. Your high station ought to 
put you upon high ground, and to re- 
sist in every case, these persevering, 
never ending encroachments of the 
clergy on political rights. 

After all, what is prayer? what does 
it amount to? what does it imply?— 
You pretend that the God you worship 
is all-good, all-knowing, all-foreseeing, 
all-wise, all-powerful. You approach 
him and you say, “ It is true, O Lord 
God, thou art infinite in wisdom and 
knowest all things; thou art all-boun- 
tiful and all-good, and desirous of sup- 
plying all our wants; but thy memory 
is apt to be deficient occasionally, and 
thou forgettest what a set of poor mis- 
erable wretches we are, the work of 
thine immortal hand, formed in thy 
own likeness, but perpetually in need 
of thy assistance. We are ill-fashion- 
ed, imperfect, and ill-going machines, 
needing thy continual interposition.— 
We acknowledge thou knowest every 
thing, but after all, we know our own 
wants best. Permit us, therefore, to 
tefresh thy memory as to the following 
particulars, which we have hired and 
paid one of thine own appointed ser- 
vants to lay before thee in due form, 
lest, in the multiplicity of business that 
presses on thee, we may chance to be 
forgotten.”’ Such is all prayer in sub- 
stance; but the best of it is, that the 
clergy cajole us with the expectation 
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that prayer, offered up by thei is 
vention, will induce the Almi ty to 
change his purposes and predeterm. 
nations; to interfere miraculously 
all our petty concerns; to beco 
our party in all ou mad disputes; ; 
be influenced by these our inconsi 
ravings. we 
At any rate, I hope I have proved, 
Ist. That no clergyman, no conscien- .» 
tious Christian, can countenance pub. 
lic prayer, because it is positively pro- 
hibited by Jesus Christ. 2. That al 
though oral preaching was necessary 
in the very early times of Christianity, 
before any accounts of Christ were 
published, it cannot be necessary si 
the universal publication and wide dif. 
fusion of the Gospels. : 
If the Clergy are not wanted for 
preaching or for praying, for what 
pose are they wanted? A cle 
to each 1000 persons, will amount to 
13,000 for the United States. At 1000 
dollars a year on the average, these 
men tax the people $13,000,000 a 
year. ‘This is a great deal of money, 
and it will double every 22 years. For 
1850, it will be 20 millions at least. 
Is not this great sum obtained under 
false pretences? If so, what is the 
legal name appropriated to this con- 
duct? Can this army of expounders 
be really necessary to the word of 
God? a 
Gentleman of the Bible Society: 
you say the Scriptures are the infalli- 
ble dictates of divine inspiration, given ¢ 
for the instruction of mankind. Be it 
so. If these Scriptures contain, 8 
plain and intelligible language, all that 
is necessary to faith and practice her 
and to salvation hereafter, where S 
use of 20,000 parsons, members 0 
church militant, paid at the expense 0 
$20,000,000 a year, to explai Phy. 
dictates of divine inspiration? 
pious commentators are née 
what becomes of inspiration? 
The parsons will cry out ag 
as an attack against religion. 
their usual subterfuge. 


upon us their doctrines | or 





















Le. 
45 . 


” P 
( i 

tra @ 

F om 





me 
Pe 











_THE REFORMER. 


37 





—_————- 





‘trines, and their cause for God’s cause, 
and their treasury fe the Lord’s trea- 
‘gurv. Their good friend, the devil, 
‘stands by and i his sleeve, at 
he dexterity with which they persuade 
heir credulous fe ers, that all men 
who tell the truth are God’s enemies! 
‘This is not au attack upon, but a de- 
fence of scriptural Christianity. I ap- 
peal to the gospels; and I call upon ye 
to examine for yourselves. There is 
not a text which countenances the cler- 
gy, as a separate order of men, neces- 
sary to Christianity. : 
The clergy, more especially the 
Presbyterian clergy, for these last fifty 
years have been aiming by all methods 
direct and indirect, to acquire political 
influence in this country. Over and 
over have they been checked, but they 
persevere with an obstinacy worthy of 
a better cause; and they are now ac- 
cumulating immense funds to bribe 
popular opinion, when they cannot 
gain it over to their purpose in any 
other way. All this is well known to 
every member of Congress, who, with 
disgraceful timidity, yields to their in- 
solence and their popular influence, 
and adopts that prudent, time-serving 
hypocrisy, which.is the besetting sin 
of the day; thus sacrificing his own 
honest opinion, the interest of his con- 
stituents, and the good of his country, 





orthodox communicant; so as to force 
themselves on the public as a politica} 
sect? 

I shal] be abused for an impudent, 
intermeddling, blockhead; perhaps just- 
ly. But I have not picked your pocket, 
as you and the parsons pick the peo- 
ple’s. These few pages cost you little 
or nothing; burn them if you please. 
[ have not told you lies; I have not 
taxed you either in money or time.— 
You need not buy this; you need not 
read it. But I live in hopes—truth 
never takes a walk, without meeting 
and making some friends. It is possi- 
ble, if I should be encouraged, that I 
may repeat this offence next year.— 
Pray order your Chaplain to reply to 
these observations. Mark me: he will 
say it is not worth one’s while to reply 
to such infidel trash. (N. B. Every 
objection the clergy are unable to an- 
swer, they call infidelity.) ‘This may 
serve their purpose for the present— 
the time is coming when something 
more will be expected. 


A LAYMAN. 


[From the Eastern Argus.) 
STOPPING THE MAIL. 


There is an ominous meaning in the si- 
multaneous efforts making through the 
petitions that are inundating. Congress 
from nearly every State in the Union, 


| praying to have the transportation of the 
, Mail on Sundays prohibited by law. The 
friends of religious toleration, and of equal 
rights, should take alarm, sufficient at least 
to watch with zealous constancy the com- 


to the insinuated but insolent threats 

of an avaricious, an ambitious, and a 

» . daring combination. <A class and or- 
~ der of men, whose character, from the 












earliest history to the present morucnt, 
8 that of subjugating the minds, and 
preying upon the substance of the 
People; who govern in each family, 
their influence over the females; 
and who govern in socicty, by employ- 
f the ignorant and the bigoted to 
ten, to worry, and subjugate the 

. Such, in sutn and substance, 

_ has ever been, and still is, the charac- 
tr ofa hired and paid priesthood.— 
Bot Dr, Ely very lately recom- 
ided his sect to unite, and turn out 
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political candidate, from the 
Ment downward, who was not an iilet 





binations and associations, and various de- 
vices of priestcraft in the shape of socie- 
ties, that are gotten up and multiplying in 
our land, under pretences that wear diffe- 
rent shades of plausibility and benevo- 
lence. The similarity of their purposes, 
and of their means of operating, may 
eventually run them imperceptibly toge- 
ther, and into one widely extended and 
overwhelming combination, which will 
have the influence, and will dare, to dic- 
tate laws to the people through Congress, 
and prostrate at pleasure the liberal pro- 
visions now secured to us by our Lappy 
system of free government. Ke 
We have read no production upon this 
biect with more real satisfaction, than a 
Rey. John Leland, of Massa- 
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chusetts, to Col. R. M. Jehnson, publish- 
ed in the U. S. Telegraph of the 12th inst. 
That he is a man of sense and of sound li- 
beral views, is abundantly made manifest 
by his letter. We wish we had more of 
such men in our land. 

After expressing the highest approba- 
tion of President Jackson’s Message, he 
proceeds in his letter to Col. Johnson as 
follows: 


“The Message is lengthly, but net 
superfluous. Long as it is, I wish it 
contained another solemn warning to 
Congress to do nothing, in a legislative 
capacity, that would have any bearing 
on religious opinions. 

A large number of people, in con- 
cert, have petitioned Congress to stop 
the transportation of the Mail on Sun- 
day, because they believe in their con- 
sciences that Sunday should be kept 
holy and free from all servile labour. 
The Report of the Committee of the 
Senate, last Session, on the Petition, 
is replete with candour and strength 
of argument; the radical parts of which 
never have and never can be confuted; 
but still it has not put the matter to 
rest. New memorials are to be pre- 
sented to Congress—irreligion is trum- 
neted—and the learning and religion of 
ihe petitioners are to outweigh all op- 
position. 

The Constitution of the U. States is 
a charter of powers granted and rights 
maintained. Among all the enumera- 
ied powers given to Congress, there is 
none that authorizes them to deter- 
mine which day of the year or week 
the people shall abstain from labor or 
travel. Should they, therefore, make 
such a powerless law, it would be un- 
constitutional. ‘There are many thou- 
sands in the United States who con- 
sientiously keep the seventh day of 
the week for Sabbath. Should Con- 
gress stop the transportation of the 
Mail on the seventh day, and continue 
it on Sunday, what would the petition- 
ers say? Would they not complain of 
a partiality shown to the Sabbatarians, 
to the grief of the Sundarians? It 
amounts to nothing to say ** there is a 
majority that prefer the observance of 
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the Sabbath to any other day,” for wk 
norities have unalienable rights, which 
ought not, and cannot, be surrendered 
to Government. ‘The God we adore, 
the worship we pay him, and the times 
of performing that worship, are arti. 
cles not within the compass of ; 
Gentile Legislature. The design of 
civil Government, which is to protect 
the lives, liberty, and property of the 
many units which form the whole bo- 
dy, is every way answered without that 
surrender. Government should defend 
the rights of the religionists, as cifj- 
zens, but all religious opinions of none. 
If the petitioners are secured in their 
persons and rights, why should they 
desire more? Thetr consciences can 
never be charged with quilt, for what 
others do; for conscience’ bélot 
alone to the home department. — 
should they wish to stretch and 
(like Procrustes) and bring all to their 
standard? The driving of a carriag 
will neither terrify them nor break 
their devotion; for many of them are 
driven to the places of their devotion. 
If sabbatical laws are necessary to 
vern the people on Sunday, and keep 
them from all business but religious 
duties, why not make a Jaw to prevent 
Sunday Schools; for there is no great- 
er relation between education and re- 
‘ligion than there is between travelling 
and religion. Paul and his company 
and baggage, were five days travelling 
by water from Phillippa to Troas. In ~ 
‘T'roas they tarried seven days, the last_~ 
of which was the first day of the 
of course one of the five days was 
day; and yet there was no law of con- 
science, or law of Congress, to prevent 
them from transporting themselves 
goods on Sunday. | 
Should Congress indulge the peti- — 
tioners, and pass a law to stop the 
transportation of the Mail on ever 
Sunday, it would he a nest egg #F 
themselves and for others. Encoura 
ged by success, they would n 
ceed to have the days of 
and Easter, and their asse 
synods exempted in the san 
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where would it end? The Sabbatari- 
ans with the Jews, (finding Congress 
flexible) would, with ! right, claim 
a law to sanctify Saturday for. their 
convenience. Whenever a Legislature 
legalizes holydays, creeds of faith, forms 
of worship, or pecuniary reward for re- 
ligious services, they intrude into the 
kingdom of Christ, and impeach the 
wisdom of the Divine Lawgiver (for 
not knowing how) or his goodness, for 
not giving all laws in his government. 
The deadly pill, at first, will always be 
rolled in honey. The honor of religion, 
the spread of the Gospel, the piety and 
research of the reformers, the good of 
society, the safety of the state, and the 
salvation of souls, form the syrup in 
which the poisonous pill is hidden. It 
is from men, high in esteem of holiness 
and wisdom, that the worst of usages 
and most cruel laws proceed; for base 
characters defeat their own wishes.-—— 
The heart of king Asa was perfect all 
his days; yet he oppressed some of the 
people, was mad at the seer who re- 
proved him, and made a law, that who- 
soever would not seek the Lord, should 
be put to death. 

Admit of the principle that religion 
is an engine of state policy, and the 
people hold their liberty by the tenure 
of the will of the Legislature; which 
is very changeable, often corrupt, and 
many times very cruel. Admit of the 
principle, and you approve of that 
which has reared an inquisition, and 
drenched the earth with blood. 

Many plead for an equality of all 
Christian societies, and plead as strong- 
ly that they should become bodies poli- 
tic, and be supported by the civil law. 
if this is proper for Christian societies, 
it ls as proper for Jews, Pagan, or 

omedan societies; but the hberty 
contended for, should be guaranteed 
to each individual, as his inalienable 
nght, which cannot be meddled with, 
Without usurpation in the rulers, which 
turns them to tyrants. 
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cal reasoning, on moral and religious 
subjects, to support their weak dogmas. 










































lam sorry that Congress have com- 
mitted themselves by a precedent of 
giving their Chaplains a legal reward 
for religious services. How preposte- 
rous the sound! A far-fetched con- 
struction supports it. ‘I'he law of rea- 
son and revelation enjoins a reward to 
the labourer; but if Congress should 
reward the Chaplains with their own 
contributions, it would look more like 
simple Christianity. The people at 
large, have none of the devotion or in- 
struction of the Chaplains; nor any 
voice in electing them; why then 
should they be taxed where they are 
not represented? ‘The Chaplain who 
would not attend, on request, and trust 
to the promise of Christ, and the be- 
nevolence of his friends for his reward, 
without legal obligation would be sell- 
ing his prayers for money, and turning 
the Gospel into merchandize. The 
thing here spoken of, is a small moiety 
which the nation can never feel; but 
trace it to its root, and it contains that 
principle which is so pernicious in the 
world; and is now used as a stirrup by 
the petitioners, to mount the steed and 
ride down the people. 

In all other respects, Congress have 
been cautious and wise in every thing 
that has any bearing on conscience and 
religious rights; and even in this par- 
ticular they have made the best of a 
bad; for they have shown no partiality 
to sects or sentiments in their elections. 

I have written a long epistle, but it 
is not likely that | ever shall write any 
more; for my age advises me that the 
time of my departure is near. Yours, 


with respect, JOHN LELAND. 
Cheshire, Mass. Jan. 3, 1830. 


[Mr. Leland is perhaps one of the oldest 
Baptist preachers in this country, and has 
ever been the unwavering friend and ad- 
vocate of civil and religious liberty. He 
has probably done more to defeat clerical 
usurpation and secure the rights of con- 
science, than any preacher which ever 
had an existence. He is now very aged, 
and cannot be expected to survive, many 
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_, Those who wish to call in the strong 
‘amet the law to defend their opinions, 
e evidence that they have not logi- 
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[From the Salina (.V. Y.) Herald.) 

Our Presbyterian Clergy must now 
see that suspicions against them, as 
well as a dread of their measures and 
the money under their control, is now 
becoming general and universal, and 
beginning to be expressed by all classes 
of men in different parts of the Union. 
Whether these suspicions are just or 
unjust, they must now sce they are ta- 
king deep root throughout the coun- 
try. 
And what are the Clergy, thus sus- 
pected, doing to allay these fears and 
alarms? Why, pursuing and persever- 
ing in the same measure which excited 
them. Is not that the best way! Yes, 
good clergy of our sect, here take kind- 
ly a litile advice on the subject, how 
you can work it to stop those fears and 
suspicions. 

Does any meeting, public body, or 
any newspaper, though never so mild- 
ly, express their fears and alarms, as 
to your conduct—why, then the next 
Sabbath from your pulpits, just like 
Prelate or Pontiff from his vatican, tip 
them all over to the kingdom of Satan. 

When the sentiments advanced in 
the Rev. Stiles Ely’s address begin to 
be cited as evidence that all of you are 
aiming at a union of church and state, 
why then appoint a meeting of your 
ehurch and congregation, and read 
that address to them, without saying 
a word against a sentiment expressed 
in it. 

When you hear that suspicions be- 
gin to prevail as to what you will by 
and by do with the money and funds 
eollecting in the numerous money in- 
stitutions you are urging on, and you 
have all of them in operation in your 
congregation, except say the tract so- 
ciety, why, then give immediate notice 
when and where you will attend te 
form a tract society also. This will 
have a peculiar effect to allay fears 
and suspicions against you, particular- 
ly in places where you have agreed 
that 4000 dollars shall be raised in 
your county in two years, for the Bible 
society alone. 













———————————SS es 
Indeed, is there any better way to 
dispel the increasing fears and suspi- 
clons against your motives as a body 
of clergy, than for each one, in this 
way, to brow-beat public opinion into 
your measures? eae 

Should you be told that your copn- 
duct generally in these measures, hag 
for some time, besides exciting the 
suspicions of religious, wise, and good 
men, also tended to increase irreligion ~ 
and infidelity in the cou 
mind that, but go on, and 
not answerable for it if you 


Deists and Atheists, as the Rey. 





























Ely says *‘ he is not answerable for it 
if his plan does make hypocrites,” 





[From the same.} 


The last suggestion in the last pre- 
ceding remarks, is certainly one which 
imperiously calls for the consideration + 
and reflection of our clergy. 

As it unquestionably was the con 
duct of the Clergy, the Hierarchy.of 
France, that was the principal cause: 
of the Deism and Atheism for a time, 
of that country; so is it not the con- 
duct of some of our clergy of this 
country, that in a great measure 
causes the growing Deism and Athe- 
ism of this? “i 
| It may not be so, yet can it be amiss 
‘for them to examine and see if it be 
not. Or can it be that you, the Cler- 
gy, have adopted that horrid doctrine, . 
referred to in the close of these re 
marks, as advanced by the Rev. Mr. 
Ely. one of your leading divines, in his 
self spread and wide spread address, 
and read by some of you to your, 
churches without an intimation of 
a doctrine and principle, that you are 
not answerable for it if it does. 





4b, 
[From the Boston Recorder.) 
What will you give for the Souls? 
Mr. Temple [an American mission- 
ary at Malta] states, that during the | 
almost seven years that he resided i 














Malta, he was witness regularly 
Monday morning to a solemn | 
‘monitory scene. A man passes 
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the streets, ringing a bei: in one hand || tors who have seen the iniquity which 
and rattling a box in the other, crying || is practiced under the ostensible object 
at every corner, “* What will you give || of promoting that work, have not had 
| for the Souls? What will you give Jor | the courage to express their thoughts 
the Souls?’’? The children and women |} fully on this subject. We, however, 
come out of the habitations of poverty || have learned to keep nothing back.— 
and cast their mites into the box.— || For truth, and honesty, and righteous- 
When it is full of money it is carried |}ness, we have learned to put every 
to a neighbouring convent to pay the || thing at hazard. We do then avow it 
priests for praying the souls of the || as our serious and settled conviction, 
dead out of purgatory. Thus this gross |/that Temperance Societies, as they 
superstition is supported by money ||/are now conducted by the orthodox, 
thered from the hand of penury it- || are sectarian institutions. 

self. Thus the sympathies of the ig-|} ‘There are Temperance Societies 
norant are excited, to maintain wick- |} which do not possess this character, 
ed men in praying useless prayers for ||and whose only object is the sup- 
‘ those who are beyond the reach of|| pression of the wide spread vice of 
prayer or of mercy. intemperate drinking. Such have our 
[Who would suppose the Editors of the || Most ardent prayers for their prospe- 
Boston Recorder would publish such an|j rity in the highly laudable work they 
article, when their own practices and the || have undertaken. So far as any Tem- 
_ practices of Protestant priests in this coun- perance Society has this object in view, 


2 same principle? ; : 
, ithe poet ham, pet .. piece we wish them success. Nevertheless, 
+ 


avoid seeing the resemblance between the || W©& sincerely believe, that the ‘Tempe- 
holy beggar in Malta, who rings his bell, || rance Societies which have been got 
rattles his box, and cries, ‘ what will you || up by orthodox influence, and which 
give for the souls,’ and our begging cler-|| are sustained by orthodox influence, 


gy of America.” All the difference which} haye other paramount objects, and 
we can see in the two cases, is this—the : 


beggar in Malta is under the influence of that the suppression of intemperate 
the Catholic religion, and the beggars for drinking, although their ostensible 
money to save souls in this country, have || object, is not their primary one. It 
the name of Protestants. The religious ||is not the object which lies nearest 
beggar at Malta has probably just as much | to their hearts; (we speak now of the 


christianity, and may be as instrumental : 
in saving souls as religious beggars in this leaders of this business, and not the 


country. This principle of saving souls members of the societies generally;) 
and promoting christianity by means of but their principal aim 1s to set up or- 
money, has got as strong a hold of pre- || thodox influence, and increase orthodox 
tended Protestants in this day, 2s it ever funds. 
ee on the Papists Pe, we (ahha g For what purpose these societies, 
and superstitio i ir history, . : 
and it , Beingings eGeal inflity Wid Vere particularly the American ‘Tempe- 
pate on the cause of christianity. Ed. Ref.} || France Society, should wish to raise 
— large funds to invest at the highest in- 
[From the Boston Trumpet. terest, people in common life can hard- 
MONIED INSTITUTIONS. ly determine. ‘Their preachers whom 
Among the many monied institutions || they send through the country need 
Which have been established by the or-|| ngt be at any expense. They may 
thodox within a few years, those called || live with the people with whom they 
“Temperance Societies” hold a pre-|| sojourn, free of charge; their travel- 
eminent rank. The work of genre] ling expenses might be borne by ta- 
ing intemperance is in itself of so be-|| king, once in a week or fortnight, a 
nevolent a character, and claims so|| contribution. But not so will they do. 
highly the good wishes of christians of| Three or four years ago Dr. Edwards’ 
évery denomination. that the few edi-!' went prowling all over the country, 
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and collected the sum of $30,000,— 
What in the world can they want of so 
much money? was the general inqui- 
ry. And notwithstanding few could 
answer, the people had folly enough 
to make him up the sum. ‘The Dr. is 
now out on a second crusade. He 
wants $30,000 more, and he probably 
will get it. It is astonishing to see the 
art these men devise to get the money. 
They are never contented with a com- 
mon contribution, taken up by the 
usual means. No. They must take a 
paper, and wait on each person in his 
pew, and the eyes of all the congrega- 
tion follow the agent round the house. 
He goes to entire strangers, as to those 
with whom he is acquainted. “ What 
shall I put down to your name, sir?” 
“What may I call your name, sir?”’ 
* Yes, sir, | have heard of you—that’s 
too small for a man of your influence. 
Double it, sir, double it. This record 
will be preserved and inspected. Give 
liberally, sir, the Lord loveth a cheer- 
ful giver.”? ‘This sort of management 
succeeds to a charm, and the man puts 
down perhaps twenty dollars who would 
not have put one in the contribution 
box. He goes to another. “ What 
shall | put down for you, sir—I expect 
a rich present from you.”’ I shall give 
nothing, replies the man. ‘ Nothing, 
sir, not for this benevolent object— 
why, sir, it is the glory of the age.— 
Every body gives. If you do not wish 
to give for yourself, give for your wife 
and children.”’ I shall give nothing— 
Thave no wife nor children. “ Just 
the man who ought to give. No one 
to provide for. The Lord seems to 
have marked you out as a person to 
give a rich donation.”” The eyes of 
all the congregation are fixed on the 
two, and their whispers are heard to 
some distance. At length the man is 
wearied by the Agent’s importunity, 
and gives a five dollar bill to get rid 
of him. Who can deny that it is the 
alm of these men to get money? They 
eollected $30,000 to maintain Mr. 
Hewiit, which sum affords him $1800} 
per year. A large salary! They will 
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get $30,000 more, and give $1800a 
year to some other orthodox 
Now comes an important q 
As these societies spend only 
terest of the monies vhat 
will become of the principal?. Who ig 
to have that?) What will they do with 
it? May it not become, if they collect 
$30,000 annually, an engine of great 
power? Who can assure us at last this 
money shall be expended agreeably to 
the wishes of those who gave it? Who 
can assure us that it may not at last be 
used to crush the General Governme 
should Congress refuse to comply with 
all the wishes of the Clergy? O! we 
desire to speak with a warning voice | 
on this subject. Do not make the 
Clergy too rich. Do not make ecele- 
siastical institutions too rich. They 
will become the curse of the country; 
and if ever a power shall arise among ~ 
us to resist the dying struggles of our 
republican principles, this is that pow- 

er. | 


































AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL 
UNION. 

Another new measure.—A plan has 
been lately adopted by several congre- 
gations in this city, of delivering lec- 
tures to the children belonging to the 
Sunday schools. The children are ge- 
nerally brought together in the meet 
ing house on Sunday afternoons, and 
lectured by the Pastor. The Presby- 
terian paper printed in this city, calls 
this “a plan for the spiritual employ- 
ment of Sunday Schools,’’ and says; 
the * tendency of these lectures 18 t0 
attach the children to the congreg® 
tion, to impress their tender conscien- 
ces, to endear their minister to them, 
and to make them feel that he is theit 
Pastor.” 
It would be more appropriate, We 
apprehend, to call this “ a plan to make 
the Sunday scholars sound Presbyter- 
ans, to induce them when of sufficient 
age, to hire a pew, and give then 
to support a sound Presbyterian pre@ 
cher.” It is, moreover, well salenlated 


to swell the number of “ Br.” Ely's 
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half a million of Presbyterian voters, 
and bring them into the ranks of his 
« christian party in politics.” 

It is proper also for the people to 
know, if they are not already suffici- 
ently apprized of the fact, that Infant 
Schools, particularly in these parts, 
are another engine which the Presby- 
terians expect to manage greatly to 
their advantage. How many more en- 
gines they will be able to put in opera- 
tion to strengthen their cause and in- 
crease their influence, time must de- 
termine. They have already so many 
that unless they receive some check, 
they will ere long work the complete 
exaltation and ascendency of them- 
selves, and the destruction of every 
other religious body in the country, as 
well as the destruction of our civil and 
religious liberties. We feel no dispo- 
sition to single out the Presbyterians 
particularly, but a person must have 
but a very imperfect knowledge of the 
true state of things, not to know that 
the Presbyterians, aided by many of 
the more corrupt in other sects, are 
now the main-spring in the machinery 
which has been got up in this coun- 
try, and which threatens, ere long, to 
bear down every thing opposed to its 
progress. 





Condition of France before the Revo- 

lution. 

Extract of a Letter from Thomas Jef- 
ferson, to Mr. Wythe, dated Paris, 
August 13, 1786. 

“If any body thinks that Kings, 
Nobles, and Priests, are good preser- 
vators of the public happiness, send 
him here. It is the best school in the 
universe to cure him of that folly. He 
will see here with his own eyes, that 
these descriptions of men are an aban- 
doned confederacy against the happi- 
ness of the mass of the people. The 
omnipotence of their effect cannot be 
tter proved than in this country, 
particularly where, notwithstanding the 
finest soil upon earth, the finest elimate 
‘under heaven, and a people of the most 





ty and amiable character of which the 








human form is susceptible; where such 
a people, I say, surrounded by so ma- 
ny blessings from nature, are loaded 
with misery by Kings, Nobles, and 
Priests, and by them alone.” 

Such was the condition of France 
just previous to the Revolution in that 
country. It was this state of misery 
and wretchedness indeed which caused 
the Revolution in France,—and that 
event had never taken place had the 
people been in the enjoyment of their 
rights, and not been debased and de- 
graded by a numerous and corrupt 
priesthood. ‘The throne and the priest- 
hood were both overturned by the ma- 
terials which their own conduct and 
doings had created. 


For the Reformer. 
SCHEMES FOR OBTAINING 
MONEY. 

There are such a variety of schemes 
for obtaining money for pretended pious 
uses that it would be a difficult task to 
enumerate them, or to invent another. 
Among these schemes, none seems 
more plausible than “ Concerts of Sa- 
cred Music,” held in churches, under 
the direction of the Clergy and their 
interested friends. But even in these 
they overstep the bounds of prudence 
and in many instances defeat their 
own intentions. I have just returned 
from one of these performances, where 
I had reason to expect something like 
propriety on the part of its projectors. 
The following account will serve to 
show how far my expectations were 
realized. 

After the house was filled, and si- 
lence reigned throughout the assem- 
bly, the preacher arose from behind 
the pulpit, and stated the object of the 


meeting, and after making a long pray- 


er, in which he did not fail to implore 
that great benefit might result from 
the evening exercises, the perform- 
ances commenced. 
d to comment u the music, 
which, by the by, was but tolerable. 
After the conclusion: first 
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tured the audience on the propriety 
of giving on the occasion. He inform- 
ed them that he did not intend to say 
much to induce them to give freely or 
give more than they had intended when 
they first entered the house, but would 
merely say that the money collected 
was intended to pay debts contracted 
in the erection of a church of Christ. 
and that the congregation had engaged 
a preacher from New England to min- 
ister to them in holy things, and that 
when the debts were liquidated they 
would be more capable of rendering 
the situation of that good and excel- 
lent man more comfortable. He then 
said that he would conclude by rela- 
ting a sermon preached by an eminent 
divine in England. which was the cause 
of his obtaining an overwhelming col- 
lection. The substance of the sermon 
was as follows—They that give to the 
poor lend to the Lord, and Christ is 
the security—now if you love the se- 
curity, “down with your money.”’— 
Plates were then sent round in place 
of the bags used on ordinary occasions, 
and the piercing eyes of the still stand- 
ing * Rey.’’ preacher seemed to dis- 
cern with thrilling interest, the sum 
which each individual deposited there- 
on. It was quite a curiosity to see the 
eager and greedy looks of those who 
were instrumental in getting up this 
farce. Jt entirely closed up my feel- 
ings against giving, and I kept my 
hands out of my pockets till the col- 
lection was over, notwithstanding the 
piercing eyes directed towards me 
from every point of the compass. I felt 
indeed quite disgusted at such man- 
agement, and went home with no very 
favourable views of the piety of some 
of the actors in the concern. 


Continuation of Extracts from “ Dr.” 
Ely’s Letters to Mr. MeLinn, re- 
specting the Reformer. 

* The Reformer says, vol. i. p. 34, 
‘there are few who now take the lib- 
erty of judging for themselves—most 
people suffering others to have both 
eyes and uaderstanding for them!’ On 


+ 








number of ministers and missi . 
might be named, who receive é' 
1000 to 1500 and 2000 dollars per 


ann. to compensate them for p , 
ing the gospel to the people. 
ministers and such missionaries a; 


certainly as much violators of the com- 
mand of Christ, FREELY @tve, as the 
midnight purloiner is a violator of the 
8th commandment, which says, thou 
shalt not steal.’ i 

** Is it any violation of Christ’s com- 
mand, FREELY GIVE, for his ministers 
to believe and act upon the prin 
that ‘the labourer is worthy of 
hire?’ Paul says, * Even so hath the 
Lord ordained that they which | 
the gospel should live of the 
1 Cor. ix. 14. eit 

** In the Presbyterian church | 
pastor is elected by the people of 
congregation, and receives just stich a 
sum for his comfortable worldly main- 
tenance as the hearers choose to give 
him. Is the Presbyterian a ‘ midnight 
purloiner’* because he agrees to re 
ceive, in open day, what his ( 
tion say they judge to be needful 
him? When one of our ministers is 
constituted the pastor of any congré 
gation, the people say publicly, by lift. 
ing up their hands in full assembly, 
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his next page, the Reformer says, m4 7 




































* We did not say that a Presbyterian 
other minister would be a “ mh ght 
loiner” by receiving 2 or even 10, 
lars a year for preaching. We only said 
that such ministers and missionaries as 
ceive ‘rom 1000 to 1500 and 2000 dollars 
per gan. to compensate them for reach- 
ing the gospel, were as much ors 
the command of Christ, FREELY G1V®, 23 
midnight purloiner is a violator of the 
command, THOU SHALL NoT STEAL. A OG 
tor of divinityought to state the case fait 
ly, and then attempt a refutation. 


would be a more proper and ("t ay of 
proceeding. If “ Dr.” Ely will show 
the Apostles or first promulgators of 


gospel, ever received ten dollars or even 
ten cents, as a stipulated sum to compel 














sate them for preaching the we 
will publicly acknowledge that we have 
been guilty of slander against the pond 


priesthood, who prophecy for pay a 
divine for Rel ty Ref. : 
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- that ‘they engage to continue to him, 
while he is their pastor, that compe- 
tent worldly maintenance which they 
have promised him; and whatever else 
they may see needful for the honor of 
religion, and his comfort among them.’ 

« Do we injure and rob the people 
because they fulfil their own engage- 
ments? What if some ministers do re- 
ceive 2000 or 2500 dollars yearly?— 

Their people agree to give it to them, 
and think it needful for them, or for 
the honour of religion. Do not many 
jawyers, physicians, merchants, and 
meehanics receive more than this 
amount for their services annually? 

“In many of our cities, a common 
three story house, hardly sufficient to 
e his family, will cost a minister 
from 400 to 6V0 dollars; his wood and 
coal $150; his bread $75; his milk, if 
he has young children, $36.50; his 
butter $40; his animal food $273.75; 
his vegetables $100; the schooling of 
his children $200; servants’ wages 
$150; his groceries, such as oil, su- 
gar, coffee, tea, and cheese, without 
one drop of wine or ardent spirits, or 
elder or beer, $200; and his necessa- 
ry clothing for himself and family not 
less than $300; making 2125 dollars 
25 cents. This is a moderate estimate 
for a family in which there are six chil- 
dren, and in which half of the hospita- 
lity which the word of God enjoins, is 
exercised towards strangers. ‘To these 
expenses add something for paper, 
maps, and new books; which must be 
purchased by the clergy, or half of the 
paper makers, type founders, printers 
and booksellers in the country would 
be out of business, and a reasonable 
sum for the numerous christian chari- 
tias in which ministers must be an ex- 
ample to their flocks; and nothing of 

2500 dollars would remain, to be laid 
up for old age and infirmity. 

“The Reformer slanders the minis- 
ters and people of all religious denomi- 





| 





} \ 


Their compensation is in the pleasure 
which they experience in the blessed 
work, and in the gracious rewards of 
eternity. They must live, however, if 
they.would preach; and if they are not 
rich enough to support themselves and 
give their time to the ministry of re- 
conciliation, they must either be sup- 
ported by others while they devote 
themselves to the sacred service, or 
they must pursue some worldly busi- 
ness for their main business, and 
preach now and then, as some, alas! 
do, when they find time, or can get 
hearers to listen to their unstudied, 
monotonous, and frequently reiterated 
harrangues. 

“The Reformer’s plan would ex 
clude all poor young men from the 
benefits of a liberal education, and 
from the ministry, unless they should 
enter it to a great disadvantage, and 
undertake to teach that which they 
have never learned. It would prevent 
all men but affluent ones from being 
pastors, unless they should be pastors 
and follow some other vocation at the 
same time. In this case, they would 
attempt to be ministers, and might be 
so in part; but they would, at the 
same time, enter into those employ- 
ments which would be better filled, in 
all probability, by other men. It would 
be no advantage to society for all pro- 
fessional, mechanical, agricultural, and 
mercantile employments to be follow- 
ed at the same time by the same indi- 
viduals. We best live together and 
promote each others happiness by ex- 
celling in our own respective callings; 
by dividing labour, and mutually ex- 
changing kind oflices, and the products 
of our learning, industry, and skill.— 
Could you make every clergyman a 
farmer or a physician; every lawyer a 
merchant; every merchant a mechanic; 
every mechanic an engineer; and every 
man ‘a Jack at all Trades,’ our social 
state would be less felicitous than it 
now is.” ie 











































ations who supply the temporal wants 
of their ministers, when be writes of 
er receiving any sum ‘ to compen- 
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‘The Reformer’s plan,” says “ Dr.” 
Ely, ‘* would exclude all poor young mer 
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from the benefits of a liberal education, 
and from the ministry, unless they should 
enter it to a great disadvantage, and un- 
dertake to teach that which they have 
never learned.” Here it will be perceiv- 
ed that “‘ Dr.” Ely still holds out the idea 
that the trade of preaching is to be dearn- 
ed, in the same way as a mechanical trade 
or any other art or profession; and that 
money is an indispensible requisite for ob- 
taining such learning. If those who have 
ever read the New Testament have no bet- 
ter knowledge of a gospel ministry than 
this, it will be useless to reason with them, 
and we shall reserve our pages for a better 
purpose than to attempt it. 

* Dr.” Ely’s ** moderate estimate” of the 
annual expenses of a clergyman’s family 
in onr cities, shows in what estimation he 
holds the clerical character, and in what 
enoderation he thinks they should live.— 
How many hard working mechanics and 
others, with large families in our cities, 
have to make out with less than one quar- 
ter of what ‘‘ Dr.” Ely allows for the fam- 
ily of aclergyman. Are the Clergy then 
such a superior order of men that they 
must be allowed four times as much to 
live on as common people, who help to 
maintain them in extravagance? Is it right 
or becoming in them to indulge in such 
expensive living, when m~ny belonging to 
their congregations, who contribute to 
their support, can hardly obtain the ne- 
cessaries of life, and have to live on less 
than 200 dollars a year? Did the Apostles 
and first preachers of the Gospel live in 
extravagance on the contributions of the 
people?’ Or does such extravagance com- 
port with the simplicity and humility which 
should characterise a minister of the Gos- 
pel? It is surprising that people can be 
found so blinded by priestcraft, as to give 
such enormous sums to support in style 
and splendor, the professed ministers of 
him who was meek and lowly. 

A correspondent, in speaking of ** Dr.” 
Ely’s attack on the Reformer, observes:— 
**It requires but small penetration to see 
the whole drift of his remarks, and as he 
has not successfully assailed a single state- 
ment contained in the Reformer, little 
need be said in defence of it or of its Edi- 
tor. If the patrons and readers of the Phi- 





not be persuaded should one rise 
dead and declare it. If the above estimate 
for clergymen be a ‘ moderate one,’ what 
would their full claim amount to, particu- 
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larly if, as we are i in 1850 for 4 
thousand will be wanted. At the modems 
estimate of ‘Dr.’ Ely, their annual ex. 
penses for living would amount to gjghs, 
Jive million ten t dollars! 7? ~ 
[From Priestcraft Exposed.) 
~ AT IT AGAIN. . 
The Presbyterians of Rochester,N.Y. 
are at their old trade. These pious peo- 
ple do “not wish to procure the pas. 
sage of a law, affecting the privilege: 
or rights of any’’—but merely to r 
peal the law requiring the mail to be 
transported on Sunday. Do these folks 
think to gull the people by this whim- 
sical plea? Stupid must be that bei 4 
who will suffer himself to be | 
with such soft soap. Let it be 
bered, that against all equity 
tice and christianity, a law 
the several states prohibiting 
on Sunday, without exception, mail or 
no mail. Another law exists authori- 
zing the carriage of the United States 
Mail on all days. Now these 
who are so anxious about the 
of others, wish the latter law abridged, 
and then their Sunday Law and Priest- 
craft will reign triumphant. 

When wiil professed Christians learn 
to let the civil government alone, and 
mind their own business. As a Chris- 
tian, no man has a right to interfere im 
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matters of government, and to do s0 


in the name of religion, is treason to 
the Christian cause. When did laws 
ever promote the interests of the Chris- 
tian religion and mankind? It is use- 
less to attempt to restrain the religious 
zeal in the persons affected, and we 
therefore look to the honest and reflect- 
ing part of the community, for aid in 
putting down this infamous attempt on 
the liberties and rights of Americans. 
INDIANA LEGISLATURE. 
House of Representatives, Saturday, Jan. 2. 
Sunpar Marts.—Mr. Hoover, from the 
select committee to which had been fe 
ferred a resolution of this house, ! 


ing them to draft and report to this ho 
a memorial to the Congress of the U 






States against the stopping of the Mail on 
Sunday, reporied the following memorial: 


ai cee. 





The Memorial of the General Assembly 
of the State of Indiana represents, that we 
view all at toi ce sectarian in- 
fluence i councils of the nation as 


"J a violation of both the letter and spirit of 
the Constitution of the United States and 


of this State, and at the same time danger- 
ous to our civil and religious liberties, in- 
‘asmuch as those charters secure to every 
man the free exercise of his religion and 
the right to worship Almighty God accord- 
ing to the dictates of his own conscience, 
and inasmuch as any legislative interfe- 
rence in matters of religion would be an 
infraction of those rights—and whereas it 
does appear to this General Assembly that 
there is a numerous sect of Christians, 
spread over every part of our country, 
acting in concert, and united under one 
head, calculated to excite alarm; for, al- 
though it may be intended for good, yet 
the history of all ages and nations furnish- 
es abundant evidence that legislative in- 
terference, however plausible the pre- 
tence, has uniformly been dangerous and 
mischievous, both to the civil and reli- 
gious liberties of the people, and the en- 
tering wedge of tyranny. Being convin- 
ced of the correctness of these views, and 
believing it to be a duty faithfully and 
vigilantly to guard the rights and princi- 
ples acquired for us by the wisdem and 
bravery of our fathers, and to transmit 
them, as far as lies in our power, unim- 
paired to our children—we therefore most 
respectfully remonstrate against any at- 
tempt, by a combination of one or more 
sects, to alter the laws providing for the 
transportation of the Mail, and against the 
passage of any law to regulate or enforce 
the observance of religious duties, or which 
may interfere with what belongs to the 
conscience of each individual. That all 
legislative interference in matters of reli- 
gion is contrary to the genius of christian- 
ity, and that there are no doctrines or ob- 
servances inculcated by the christian reli- 
gion, which require the arm of civil power 
either to enforce or sustain them—that we 
consider every connexion between church 
and state at all times dangerous to civil 
and religious liberty, and especially so in 
the present deplorable sectarian condition 
ef the christian world. 

Resolved, That his Excellency the Gov- 
ernor be requested to transmit a copy of 
the foregoing Memorial to each of our 
Senators and Representatives in Congress, 
and to the President of the United States, 
and to the Speaker of the House of Re- 
presentatives. — Western Times. 


Kentucky.—The following resolution 
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was read in the Senate of Kentucky, on 
the 9th of January— 

** Be it resolved by the Senate and House 
of Representatives, That our Senators in 
Congress be instructed, and our Repre- 
sentatives requested, to vote against any 
bill or bills, that may be introduced into 
the National Legislature, having for their 
object the suppression, suspension, or im- 
peding the conveyance of the public mail.” 


[From the Christian Intelligencer. | 


NATIONAL RELIGION. 

In some of the petitions for stopping 
the Mails, which have been published in 
the New York orthodox papers, is the fol- 
lowing argument for a National Religion. 


**We hold it asa sacred truth, that Con- _ 
gress is bound by its obligations to the © 


public weal, to protect and encourage 
morality, without which any nation must 
come to nought. But morality cannot ex- 
ist without religion, and experience for- 
bids us to expect that national morality 
can prevail without a national religion.” 


Will any one presume to say after such 
an avowal as this, that there exists no de- 
sign on the part of the orthodox to havea 
national religion established by law? 


CHURCH AND STATE. 


In the late eastern papers we find the 
following summary notice of the proceed- 
ings of a meeting in England: 

** At one of the English public meetings 
to aid manufacturers, it was proposed, 
among other things, to apply to govern- 
ment to take from the clergy all the reve- 
nue beyond a decent allowance, and apply 
the same to the reduction of the malt and 
other taxes which press heavily on the 
poor. The income of the national clergy 
in the British kingdom is nearly fifty me£- 
lions of dollars! And in all France, which 
is called ‘a priest-ridden Catholic coun- 
try,’ the income of the church is about 
seven millions.” 

The oppression of the people of En- 
gland by the laws for the exclusive bene- 
fit of the clergy of their established 
church, ought to be a solemn warning to 
us of this happy land, how we permit the 
smallest encroachment on our political and 
religious rights, by the clergy of any de- 
nomination. The continued attempts of 
certain sectarians in our couptry to stop 
the carrying of the mails on Ls | 
believed by many to be only th 
wedge of an organized syste? 
political power and temporal 
if these. apprehensions be well | 
it is incumbent on every man whe vale 
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his resent pojitical and 
to mae the scheme with a vi 
' termined resistance. — 


[From the New York J Evening 
pea ony 
At a res le, but 
a number of the friends of civil 
gious liberty, called for the purpose 
making arrangements tc establish a new 
periodical publication to be named ** Tax 


Evrry Dar Matt,”—to be issued cveny 


day. 

That business being di ci of it was 
incidentally inquired, “who would be the 
most as sana for the next 


proper person 
President of the United States.” Sucha 
momentous question, and so unexpected- 
ly proposed, produced a pause of intense 
interest, Which was interrupted by one of 
the members suddenly exclaiming 


RICHARD M. JOHNSON, 
OF KENTUCKY, 
is the most fit candidate, and is not onl 
pre-eminently qualified to fill that office, 
but is also equally deserving to occupy 
that exalted station. 

This proposition was received and re- 
sponded to as it were, with one voice of 
acclamation. ‘The nomination was accor- 
dingly duly recorded on the minutes of 
this meeting, in the city of New York, the 
15th of February, 1830, and is now sub- 
mitted to the public, as the People’s Can- 
didate, with that due deference and re- 
spect, which so important a subject ought 
to occasion. 

A Reading Room, called “the Subserip- 
tion Reading Room,” is opened at No. 362 
Broadway, New York, where all matters 
and things relating to the Sunday Mail 
Question, or the strides of Priestcraft in 
this country, are to be collected. The 
Room is be free to all strangers, and open 
every afternoon and evening. Would it not 
be well for publishers of periodicals favor- 
able to the object, to send some of their 
publications free of charge. 





The following advertisement appeared 
in the Buffalo (N.Y.) Patridt of Jan. 5th. 


BIBLE SOCIETY. 
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That this community may no longer be 


inderthe gat by the begging societies, which 
unde 


ne £ rb Sod religion, and in the names 
e s, and Missionaries, send 

















Ts B possible that : 
cepaeentsy would body of citizen a 


sopelation ens: i phi 


to pa alate aa oe in hic ex 
ny of them could feel no » cobalt We 
live in strange times when citizens will 
request such a measure as this. Why not 
apply to the Legislature to have ata la 
on the whole state for the support of 
r educating men for the minist 
or for missionary purposes? It we ad 
quite as consistent; and we may be ¢ 
to witness something of this nat 
many years, unless a check of sc 
is furnished to the anti-christian : 
which many pretended christians —" 
country are making in the present os 
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[From the Western Reorder" 
WHAT NEXT? «|. 

It appears by the Canada 
theatre has been established in 
a part of the proceeds of which are to 
devoted to charitable purposes, at the dis- 
cretion of the officiating clergymen in the 


several parishes. What sort of charitgs 
this! 
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Iraty.—A letter of the 30th ult. 4 f- 
Bologna, says:—** The severe measiires 
adopted at Rome, against the carbonari, 
have borne their fruit among us, Not only 
have we witnessed the execution of two 
carbonari, but persons are arrested daily, 
upon the acy suapicinny 















